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How to Use This Product
With its authentically re-created primary source documents, captivating 

photographs, and easy-to-follow lessons, the Primary Sources series allows teachers 
and students to expand their study of history beyond the textbook and classroom   The 
resources included in this series assist busy teachers in presenting innovative primary 
source lessons that meet the National Council for the Social Studies (2010) standards 
and the C3 Framework 

The contents of this kit provide teachers with all they need to accomplish the lessons 
without additional research or planning   Teachers have print and digital photographs 
and documents at their fingertips and do not need to rush to find such resources   
Activities are varied, interesting, challenging, and engaging 

By participating in the lessons provided in this kit, students will do the following:

 ■ articulate their observations

 ■ analyze what they see

 ■ improve their vocabularies

 ■ build literacy skills

 ■ strengthen critical-thinking skills

 ■ be prompted by visual clues

 ■ compare their assumptions against those of others

 ■ expand their appreciation for other time periods

By presenting the lessons in this book, teachers will do the following:

 ■ improve students’ test scores and test-taking skills

 ■ meet curriculum standards

 ■ create a learning environment that extends beyond the classroom

 ■ encourage students to take active roles in their learning

 ■ develop critical-thinking skills in students
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How to Use This Product (cont.)

Teacher’s Guide
The Teacher’s Guide includes the following:

 ■ introductory lesson

 ■ 8 photograph card 
lessons

 ■ 8 primary source 
lessons

 ■ learning outcomes 

 ■ materials lists

 ■ discussion questions

 ■ extension activities

 ■ historical background 
information

 ■ reproducible student 
activity sheets

 ■ document-based 
assessments 

 ■ culminating activities

 ■ student glossary

 ■ suggested literature 
and websites

Photograph Cards
The photograph cards provide captivating images 

along with background information and activities for 
teacher and student use   The lesson plans do not refer 
to each of the sections on the backs of the photograph 
cards   Teachers can use these activities in ways that best 
suit their classroom needs (group work, individual work, 
learning center, etc )   Each photograph card includes: 
a primary source image with historical background 
information; Bloom’s taxonomy questions or activities; 
historical writing prompts (fiction and nonfiction); 
and a history challenge featuring an engaging and 
challenging activity 

Primary Source Documents
Facsimiles of primary source documents are provided 

in both authentic-looking print formats and in digital 
formats within the Digital Resources   The documents 
come in varying sizes 

Source: Michele Alfieri/Shutterstock.com

The Great Mosque of Djenné
Historical Background Information
The Great Mosque is in Djenné (jeh-NAY), Mali.  Mali is a landlocked country located 
in the northwestern part of Sub-Saharan Africa.  The mosque was built in the 1200s as 
a place for Muslims to worship.  In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, trade between 
North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa increased.  The mostly Muslim countries in 
North Africa influenced those living farther south.  Many North African Muslims were 
merchant-scholars.  They were able to trade valuable knowledge in areas such as law and 
writing. The Great Mosque is the largest mud structure in the world.  However, the mud 
sometimes melts in the rain and cracks in the sun.  The structure has to be repaired each 
year by covering it with a new mud plaster.  Muslims in Mali have turned this into an 
annual festival called Crepissage de la Grand Mosquée (“plastering of the Great Mosque”).

Analyzing History

Remembering
Why does the mosque need to be 
repaired each year?

Understanding
Why is it important for people to have 
designated places such as mosques to 
worship and observe their religion?

Applying
How did trade with North Africa 
influence Sub-Saharan Africa?

Analyzing
Compare the Great Mosque to an 
important building or place in 
your state.

Evaluating
The Great Mosque was torn down and 
rebuilt in 1907.  Why do you think it was 
rebuilt instead of repaired? 

Creating
Besides replastering each year, what 
might a different solution be to fix the 
melting and cracking mud?

Historical Writing

Fiction
Imagine you are visiting the Great 
Mosque of Djenné.  What do you see 
and learn?  What is most interesting?  
Write a postcard to a friend describing 
your trip.

Nonfiction
Find out more about the Crepissage de 
la Grand Mosquée festival, and write a 
brief newspaper article about it.  Focus 
on the fun, festive elements rather than 
the work that is done.

History Challenge
Research the Great Mosque of Córdoba 
in Spain.  Compare and contrast it to the 
Great Mosque of Djenné.
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How to Use This Product (cont.)

Lesson Plans
Each lesson plan includes discussion questions and an 

engaging activity to help students analyze the primary 
source   Historical background information is included 
for each topic   The Student Glossary on pages 124–125 
has supporting definitions for words in the texts and 
should be shared with students as necessary   The 
concluding activity for each lesson is a document-based 
assessment   This one-page assessment allows students 
to further practice primary source analysis 

Culminating Activities
Culminating activities are provided to help students 

synthesize the information they have learned throughout 
this unit of study   First, students will complete a 
document-based question task (DBQ)   A DBQ is a special 
type of essay question   Documents are provided for 
students to analyze and use to support their responses 
to the question or prompt   When writing a response to a 
DBQ, students use general information they have learned 
along with specific evidence from the documents   
The purpose of a DBQ is to help students think like 
historians   Analyzing and using primary sources is an 
effective way to practice this skill 

DBQs also help students improve their writing skills   
Students have to write strong theses, use evidence to 
support arguments, and make connections between 
different pieces of evidence   They will also be better able 
to analyze the author’s purpose, point of view, and bias 

Finally, students will complete a culminating group 
activity   This fun activity allows students to draw upon 
what they have learned throughout the unit of study 

Digital Resources
The Digital Resources include: digital copies of the 

photographs and primary source documents; additional 
primary sources to support and enrich the lessons; 
student reproducibles; analysis activity sheets discussed 
on pages 10–20; and a detailed listing of the original 
locations of all primary sources in the collection   See 
page 128 for more information 

PHO
TOGRAPH CARD ACTIVITIES

Abandoned Diamond Mine

Ghost Town
Learning Outcomes

 ■ Students will explain how the 
distribution of natural resources, such 
as diamonds, affects the economic 
development of Africa.

 ■ Students will make cause-and-effect 
charts to show how diamonds affected 
the African country of Namibia.

Materials
 ■ copies of both sides of the Abandoned 
Diamond Mine photograph card 
(card02.pdf)

 ■ copies of the historical 
background information (page 41; 
background02.pdf)

 ■ copies of the document-based 
assessment, Zambezi River Dam 
(page 42; dba02.pdf)

Discussion Questions
 ■ What may have happened in the 
picture?

 ■ Who was affected by the changes in 
this town?

 ■ Was this caused by nature or people?  
Defend your opinion.

Using the Primary Source
1. Place students into small groups and 

then give each group a copy of the 
photograph card Abandoned Diamond 
Mine. Allow students to examine the 
image, and have them write down 
their first reaction to the image. Have 
students share with the class. 

2. Ask the discussion questions to the 
class.  For each student response, be 
sure they include the evidence for 
their answer. 

3. Have students read the historical 
background information (page 41). 
Individually, students should  annotate 
their copies of the text or take notes on 
separate sheets of paper.

4. Explain to students that they 
will work with partners to create 
cause-and-effect charts with at 
least three causes and effects.  Tell 
students their charts must focus on 
the economic effect the diamond 
discovery had on the area known 
today as Kolmanskop. 

5. Assign students some of the activities 
on the back of the photograph card.

Abandoned Diamond Mine
Historical Background Information
The country of Namibia is located in southwest Africa.  In 1884, the land was a colony 
of Germany and was called South West Africa.  When a diamond was found in the 
Namib Desert in 1908, the boomtown of Kolmanskop was born.  The boomtown had 
many shops, a hospital, a school, and a swimming pool.  European operas performed 
in the city’s grand hall.  A power station provided electricity.  Over five million carats 
of diamonds were found in the first six years.  After World War I, fewer diamonds were 
being found, and a new diamond discovery south of the city caused many people to leave 
the city.  In 1956, the last three families moved away.  Sand and wind crept into the city.  
Today, it is a ghost town.

Analyzing History

Remembering
What do you notice about this building 
in the photograph?

Understanding
How do you think sand ended up in 
the building?

Applying
What might have happened to 
Kolmanskop if the second diamond 
discovery had not been made?

Analyzing
How could this abandoned city 
be restored?

Evaluating
What influence do you think 
Kolmanskop had on Namibia?

Creating
Make a poster advertising career 
possibilities aside from mining that may 
have been possible in Kolmanskop.

Historical Writing

Fiction
Imagine you are a member of one of the 
first families to move to Kolmanskop.  
Write a journal entry about your hopes 
for your life there.

Nonfiction
Today, the city of Kolmanskop is in a 
“forbidden zone.”  Research what that 
means and why the area is forbidden.  
Write a paragraph about what you learn.

History Challenge
Find out more about the German 
railway worker named Zacharias 
Lewala and the first diamond discovery.
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Document 1: The Autobiography of 
Nelson Mandela

The Indian campaign became a model for the type of protest that we in the 

Youth League were calling for.  It instilled a spirit of defiance and radicalism 

among the people, broke the fear of prison, and boosted the popularity and 

influence of the NIC and TIC.  They reminded us that the freedom struggle 

was not merely a question of making speeches, holding meetings, passing 

resolutions, and sending deputations, but of meticulous organization, militant 

mass action, and, above all, the willingness to suffer and sacrifice.  The Indian 

campaign hearkened back to the 1913 passive resistance campaign in which 

Mahatma Gandhi led a tumultuous procession of Indians crossing illegally 

from Natal to the Transvaal.  That was history; this campaign was taking place 

before my own eyes.

—Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela,  

1995 (page 67)

Directions: This is an excerpt from Mandela’s book.  Use the text to answer 
the questions.

1. How does Mandela describe the Indian campaign?

2. What insight did Mandela draw from the Indian campaign?

3. How did Mandela use the Indian campaign in his own tactics?

28650—Primary Sources: Africa and Asia © Teacher Created Materials
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PRIM
ARY SOURCE ACTIVITIES

Appeal to the League of Nations

Defending Ethiopian 
Independence
Learning Outcomes

 ■ Students will explain how the European partitioning 
across Africa contributed to conflict, civil war, and 
artificial political boundaries 

 ■ Students will summarize sections of Haile Selassie’s 
speech to the League of Nations and present the 
information to the class 

Materials
 ■ copy of the facsimile Appeal to the 
League of Nations (doc02 pdf)

 ■ copies of the historical 
background information (page 75; 
background10 pdf)

 ■ copy of Excerpts from Haile Selassie’s 
Speech (page 76; speech pdf)

 ■ copies of the A Plea for Help (page 77; 
activitysheet02 pdf)

 ■ copies of the document-based 
assessment, United Nations General 
Assembly (page 78; dba10 pdf)

Discussion Questions
 ■ What words from the speech stand out 
the most to you and why?

 ■ Who was the audience this speech was 
written for?  How do you know?

 ■ Why would a speech like this be 
necessary?

Using the Primary Source
1. Have students read the historical 

background information (page 75)   
Have students annotate their copies or 
take notes on separate sheets of paper 
to note Selassie’s fight for his country’s 
freedom   Discuss students’ findings 
as a class  

2. Project a copy of the facsimile Appeal 
to the League of Nations. Next, provide 
copies of the Excerpts from Haile 
Selassie’s Speech (page 76), and ask the 
discussion questions   

3. Distribute copies of A Plea for Help 
(page 77)   Explain to students 
they will focus on a specific part of 
Selassie’s speech   Place the students 
into groups of three   Explain there 
are three sections on Excerpts of Haile 
Selassie Speech page 76   Assign one 
section of the speech to each person to 
read and summarize   

4. Organize students into three large 
groups based on the section they 
summarized  Each person should 
share their summary and add to the 
notes  Then, have students return to 
their group of three and share what 
they learned  

© Teacher Created Materials 28650—Primary Sources: Africa and Asia 73
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Appeal to the League of Nations

Defending Ethiopian Independence (cont.)

Extension Idea
 ■ Encourage students to find out more about Selassie’s last years as emperor   Have 
them compare his demand for total authority with the fascism he fought against so 
passionately   

Document-Based Assessment
1. Distribute copies of United Nations General Assembly (page 78) to students   A digital 

copy of the photograph is provided in the Digital Resources (unitednations jpg) 

2. Tell students to use what they learned about Ethiopia, its Emperor Haile Selassie, 
and Ethiopian cultures to respond to the questions 

3. Use the answer key below to review student responses as a class   Discuss how 
students can use strong evidence from the primary source to most effectively 
respond to the questions 

Answer Key
A Plea for Help (page 77)

Student summaries will vary but should include textual-evidence to support 
the summary 

Challenge: The League of Nations was started in 1910 after the Paris Peace Conference 
ended World War I   It was a good idea, but it was not very efficient and was unable to 
deal with the imperialism and fascism of the 1930s   It declined, and a new organization 
called the United Nations was formed in 1945 

United Nations General Assembly (page 78)

1. The delegates represent all the different countries of the world 

2. They are wearing headsets, so the speech can be translated into their native 
languages 

3. Answers may include a positive message of peace, cooperation, and hope 
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PRIM
ARY SOURCE ACTIVITIES

Appeal to the League of Nations

Defending Ethiopian Independence (cont.)

Historical Background Information
European imperialism was at its 

peak in the late nineteenth century   
European countries such as Great 
Britain, France, and Germany had 
colonized most of Africa   Ethiopia was 
a country in Northeastern Africa and 
was an exception   Italy tried to colonize 
the country in 1895   But Ethiopia 
was able to ward off the attack   It 
remained independent 

Haile Selassie became the new king 
of Ethiopia   Two years later, he became 
emperor   He had plans for progress 
and reform in his country   Making the 
country modern was an important goal 
for him   So was improving education   He 
then issued a new constitution   It stated 
that all citizens were equal and united   
However, Selassie gave himself power to 
make all decisions   He was the ultimate 
authority in the country 

In 1935, a new leader came to power in 
Italy   The leader was the fascist dictator 
Benito Mussolini   He attacked Ethiopia 
and planned to control the country   
Mussolini wanted to prove Italy’s power   
Colonizing was a chance to acquire 
more land and resources   The attack 
was a success, and Italy now controlled 
Ethiopia   Selassie was forced into exile in 
England for his own safety 

In June 1936, Selassie gave a heartfelt 
speech to the League of Nations   He 
shared the injustice of Italy’s attack   He 
pleaded for help   His hope was that 
his country and people would regain 
their freedom   He wanted to return as 
emperor   The League of Nations refused 
to help   Some good did come from his 
speech   Before the speech, he was from a 
country that few had known   He quickly 
became a respected world leader who was 
opposed to fascism 

World War II brought the entire world 
into conflict   In 1941, with the war’s 
focus on Europe and the Pacific, Ethiopia 
was able to gain back its independence   
Selassie was restored as emperor   After 
World War II ended, Selassie led his 
country through health reform, increased 
trade, and improved schools   He even 
opened the country’s first university   The 
biggest change came when he rewrote the 
constitution   It promised equal rights and 
seemed to decrease his power   In reality, 
it did not lessen his total control of the 
country   
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Appeal to the League of Nations

Excerpts from Haile Selassie’s Speech
Appeal to the League Of Nations by Haile Selassie from June 1936

Introduction

“I, Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, am here today to claim that justice which is due to 
my people, and the assistance promised to it eight months ago, when fifty nations asserted that 
aggression had been committed in violation of international treaties  There is no precedent for 
a Head of State himself speaking in this assembly   But there is also no precedent for a people 
being victim of such injustice and being at present threatened by abandonment to its aggressor   
Also, there has never before been an example of any Government proceeding to the systematic 
extermination of a nation by barbarous means, in violation of the most solemn promises made 
by the nations of the earth that there should not be used against innocent human beings the 
terrible poison of harmful gases   It is to defend a people struggling for its age-old independence 
that the head of the Ethiopian Empire has come to Geneva to fulfill this supreme duty, after 
having himself fought at the head of his armies       

What of Promises?

What have become of the promises made to me as long ago as October, 1935?  I noted 
with grief, but without surprise, that three Powers considered their undertakings under the 
Covenant as absolutely of no value   Their connections with Italy impelled them to refuse to 
take any measures whatsoever in order to stop Italian aggression   On the contrary, it was a 
profound disappointment to me to learn the attitude of a certain Government which, whilst 
ever protesting its scrupulous attachment to the Covenant, has tirelessly used all its efforts 
to prevent its observance   As soon as any measure which was likely to be rapidly effective 
was proposed, various pretexts were devised in order to postpone even consideration of the 
measure   Did the secret agreements of January, 1935, provide for this tireless obstruction?   

League Threatened

It is collective security: it is the very existence of the League of Nations   It is the confidence 
that each State is to place in international treaties   It is the value of promises made to small 
States that their integrity and their independence shall be respected and ensured   It is the 
principle of the equality of States on the one hand, or otherwise the obligation laid upon small 
Powers to accept the bonds of vassalship   In a word, it is international morality that is at stake   
Have the signatures appended to a Treaty value only in so far as the signatory Powers have a 
personal, direct, and immediate interest involved?   

Apart from the Kingdom of the Lord there is not on this earth any nation that is superior 
to any other   Should it happen that a strong Government finds it may with impunity destroy a 
weak people, then the hour strikes for that weak people to appeal to the League of Nations to 
give its judgment in all freedom   God and history will remember your judgment    

I ask the fifty-two nations, who have given the Ethiopian people a promise to help them in 
their resistance to the aggressor, what are they willing to do for Ethiopia?  And the great Powers 
who have promised the guarantee of collective security to small States on whom weighs the 
threat that they may one day suffer the fate of Ethiopia, I ask what measures do you intend 
to take?

Representatives of the World I have come to Geneva to discharge in your midst the most 
painful of the duties of the head of a State   What reply shall I have to take back to my people?”

Source: Mount Holyoke (www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/selassie.htm) 
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A Plea for Help
Historical Background Information

Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie was on the cover of TIME magazine in 1930   He 
had just taken the throne and had grand plans for his country   At the time, both he and 
Ethiopia were fairly unknown   Over the years, much of Africa had fallen to European 
imperialism   But Ethiopia stayed independent   Five years later, Ethiopia was attacked 
by Italy and fell under its rule   The next year, Selassie delivered a speech to the League 
of Nations asking for assistance   His country had never been colonized, and he wanted 
it to be independent again   He became a leader of the fascist resistance   He was named 
TIME’s Person of the Year for 1936 

Activity
Directions: Read your assigned section of Selassie’s speech   Then, write a summary of 
the text   Be prepared to share the information 

 _____________________________________________________
title of section

Challenge
The League of Nations was eventually replaced by the United Nations   Research to find 
out why the organization changed and how the two are different 

© Teacher Created Materials 28650—Primary Sources: Africa and Asia

PRIM
ARY SOURCE ACTIVITIES

77

Name ___________________________________________________   Date ________________



United Nations General Assembly

Directions: This image shows UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon giving a speech at 
the opening of the 71st session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York   
Use the image to answer the questions 

1. Who do the delegates in this room represent?

2. Many delegates are wearing headsets   For what reason might they be doing that?

3. If you were in the room, what message would you hope to hear from the UN 
Secretary?
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