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Introduction

Introduction

Welcome to the world of early childhood
education. Young children love to play,
get dirty, and discover. As a teacher, you
have the task of introducing them to the
world of school. You will need to plan
meaningful activities for the children in
your classroom. These experiences allow
them to discover new things in a safe,
nonjudgmental environment and feel
successful. The lessons and materials in
this kit support the importance of play
and meaningful experiences.

The components of this kit can create

a captivating unit around the theme.
The main resource for the teacher is the
Animals Teacher’s Guide. In it, teachers
can find quick and
easy lessons in the
following areas:
literacy, phonemic
awareness and
phonics, math,
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social studies, science, music and
movement, and art. Within each section
are five lesson plans. The Menu of
Lesson Choices on pages 36-37 provides
a quick overview of the contents of the
lessons. Each lesson provides details on
the materials needed and procedures of
the lesson.

The eight vocabulary concept cards are
core to many of the lessons. These cards
provide clear and detailed photographs
depicting animals. They are bright and
colorful and give the children images
to which they can relate different types
of animals as they are being discussed
throughout the unit. The backs of the
cards include activities that teachers
can use for activating prior knowledge,
developing phonemic awareness and
phonics, and building knowledge and
comprehension.

The'mouse nibble;
d piece of cheese,

ke slit! The frog sits on alo s
across the rock.
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Introduction (cont)

The three books included in this kit
provide the literature foundation for
the theme. The concept book, Animal
Homes, is used to introduce the unit
and provide pictorial support for the
children’s understanding of animals. A
wordless photo book, Animals, helps
develop the children’s oral language
as they discuss and create a story that
shows animal parents and babies in
their natural habitats. A book created
around the traditional nursery rhyme
“Baa, Baa, Black Sheep” provides a
beautifully illustrated way for the
children to access and read print.

Each of these books is also provided as
an enlarged “lap size” book for teacher
read-aloud as children gather around for
storytime and other learning activities.

Traditional song illustrated
by Chad Thompson
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The Audio CD included in the kit
provides audio of the theme-related
songs (pages 76-81), both as
instrumentals and with vocals, and audio
of the concept book Animal Homes and
the traditional rhyme book Bag, Bag,
Black Sheep.

The Teacher Resource CD included in the
back of this Teacher’s Guide provides a
variety of features to supplement the
lessons: all patterns from this Teacher’s
Guide (pages 82-104) in both color and
black and white; the vocabulary word
cards from this Teacher’s Guide (pages
105-106) in both color and black and
white; each of the books in this kit in
electronic format with page-turning
capabilities; each of the books in this
kit in pdf format; additional resources
from this Teacher’s Guide; video clips to
support the kit content and vocabulary;
and interactive whiteboard activities

to support the lessons. Complete
descriptions of the contents of the CDs,
as well as instructions for their use, can
be found on pages 109-122.
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Animal Needs

card

(p.94)

Procedure:

' Gather children together on the rug
or in their chairs.

2 Tell children that a need is something
that we have to have in order to live.
Explain that all living things have
needs to keep them alive.

« Display the Animal Needs Cards
one at a time. Discuss each card
and the reason it is needed in order
to live.

« Ask children if we need the same
things in order for us to live.

3 Display the bird vocabulary concept
card. Allow children to share their
previous experiences with birds.

« Encourage children to name
different types of birds.

« Discuss each of the Animal Needs
Cards with a bird in mind. For
example, children may say that
birds need worms for food and a
nest for shelter.

Ll' Have children draw a picture of the
things that birds need.
« Provide drawing paper folded into
four sections. In each section, write
one thing that animals need.

« Provide crayons or markers for
children to use as they draw
pictures of what birds need.
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« bird vocabulary concept

- Animal Needs Cards

» drawing paper
« crayons or markers

Extension

Have each child think of a
specific animal and draw
things that animal needs. For

example, children could draw
things that a cow needs, such
as a barn for shelter and grass
for food.
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Connecting
Pieces:
Activating Prior
Knowledge

Show children the front of the card. Ask
them to describe the bird in the picture.
Have children share their experiences
with birds. Ask, “Where was the bird?
What was the bird doing? How did

the bird look?” Explain that birds build
houses called nests. Point out that
mother birds lay eggs in their nests and
sit on the eggs to keep them warm until
they hatch. Allow children to share
about nests that they have seen.

_AAL Building Blocks:
t ! Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Draw children’s attention to the word bird on the
card. Read the word and have children repeat

after you. Slowly segment the word, /b/-/ir/-/d/,
emphasizing the /ir/ sound. Ask children to listen
carefully as you say chirp. Ask children whether the
word chirp has the /ir/ sound. Tell children that you
are going to say other words. If the word has the /ir/
sound, ask children to flap their arms like a bird. You
may wish to use the following words:

run (no) fir (yes) third (yes)
first (yes) run (no) shirt (yes)
dirt (yes) stir (yes) shoe (no)
toy (no)

&
New Ideas:

Building Knowledge and Comprehension

Look at the picture of the bird. Ask children where most birds live. If necessary, lead them to
the idea that most birds live outside. If weather permits, take children on a bird walk. Remind
children that they want to look and listen for birds, so they must walk very quietly. When you
see a bird, stop to observe its activity and listen for its song. Ask children to take note of the
bird’s color. You may wish to bring paper with you so that you can record how many birds
and the types of birds that you see. When you return to the classroom, have each child draw
a picture of a bird that he or she saw during the walk. If you are unable to do a bird walk,
show children a book about birds and discuss the different types.
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Animal Songs ..,

This Is the Way
the Eagle Soars

(Sung to the tune of “Here We Go ‘Round the Mulberry Bush”)

This is the way the eagle soars,
The eagle soars, the eagle soars.
This is the way the eagle soars
So early in the morning.

(Second verse)
This is the way the monkey swings...

(Third verse)
This is the way the lion roars...

(Fourth verse)
This is the way the cricket jumps...

(Fifth verse)
This is the way the dolphin swims...
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Animal Needs Cards

Use this pattern with the lesson on page 63.

shelter water
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