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Introduction  

Welcome to the world of early childhood 
education.  Young children love to play, 
get dirty, and discover.  As a teacher, you 
have the task of introducing them to the 
world of school.  You will need to plan 
meaningful activities for the children in 
your classroom.  These experiences allow 
them to discover new things in a safe, 
nonjudgmental environment and feel 
successful.  The lessons and materials in 
this kit support the importance of play 
and meaningful experiences.

The components of this kit can create 
a captivating unit around the theme.  
The main resource for the teacher is the 
Families Teacher’s Guide.  In it, teachers 
can find quick and 
easy lessons in the 
following areas: 
literacy, phonemic 
awareness and 
phonics, math, 

social studies, science, music and 
movement, and art.  Within each section 
are five lesson plans.  The Menu of 
Lesson Choices on pages 36–37 provides 
a quick overview of the contents of the 
lessons.  Each lesson provides details on 
the materials needed and procedures of 
the lesson. 

The eight vocabulary concept cards are 
core to many of the lessons.  These cards 
provide clear and detailed photographs 
depicting families.  They are bright and 
colorful and give the children images to 
which they can relate concepts about 
families as they are being discussed 
throughout the unit.  The backs of the 
cards include activities that teachers 
can use for activating prior knowledge, 
developing phonemic awareness and 
phonics, and building knowledge and 
comprehension.

i3828

daughter

I am my mother’s 
daughter.

i3828

son

I am my father’s son.

i3828

grandfather

My grandfather 
reads to me.

i3828

grandmother

I cook with my 

grandmother.

i3828

brother

My brother and 
I play together.

i3828

sister

My sister helps me.

i3828

father

My father plays a 
game with me.

i3828

mother

My mother loves 

me very much.
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Introduction (cont.)

The three books included in this kit 
provide the literature foundation for 
the theme.  The concept book, What 
Makes a Grandparent?, provides 
pictorial support for the children’s 
understanding of families.  A wordless 
photo book, Families, helps develop 
the children’s oral language as they 
discuss and create a story that shows all 
kinds of families that belong together.  
A book created around the traditional 
nursery rhyme “Hush, Little Baby” 
provides a beautifully illustrated way for 
the children to access and read print.

Each of these books is also provided as 
an enlarged “lap size” book for teacher 
read-aloud as children gather around for 
storytime and other learning activities.

The Audio CD included in the kit 
provides audio of the theme‑related 
songs (pages 76–81), both as 
instrumentals and with vocals, and 
audio of the concept book What Makes a 
Grandparent? and the traditional rhyme 
book Hush, Little Baby. 

The Teacher Resource CD included in the 
back of this Teacher’s Guide provides a 
variety of features to supplement the 
lessons: all patterns from this Teacher’s 
Guide (pages 82–104) in both color and 
black and white; the vocabulary word 
cards from this Teacher’s Guide (pages 
105–106) in both color and black and 
white; each of the books in this kit in 
electronic format with page‑turning 
capabilities; each of the books in this 
kit in pdf format; additional resources 
from this Teacher’s Guide; video clips to 
support the kit content and vocabulary; 
and interactive whiteboard activities 
to support the lessons.  Complete 
descriptions of the contents of the CDs, 
as well as instructions for their use, can 
be found on pages 109–122.

Dona Herweck Rice

Stephanie Reid

Traditional song illustrated
by Chad Thompson

TCM 12465
i3930

Audio CD

This CD contains music and audio fi les.

Copyright All Rights Reserved.

For use 
with either 

Macintosh ®

or Windows ®

TCM 12465
i3929

Teacher Resource CD
This CD contains reproducible teacher 

resource materials, interactive whiteboard 
activities, and video clips.

Copyright All Rights Reserved.

For use 
with either 
Macintosh®

or Windows®
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	1	 Prior to the lesson, make two copies 
of the Family Picture Cards for each 
pair of children, and then cut out the 
cards.  These cards will also be used in 
the “My House” lesson on page 57.

	2	 Gather children together on the rug 
or in their chairs.

	3	 Display the brother, sister, mother, 
and father vocabulary concept cards.  
Discuss each photograph and allow 
children to share their experiences 
with and knowledge about these 
family roles.

	4	 Introduce the Family Picture Cards.  
Encourage children to help you name 
each person in the pictures.

	5	 Tell children that the Family Picture 
Cards can be used to create patterns.  
Remind children that a pattern 
repeats over and over.  

	6	 Show children the brother/boy 
and sister/girl Family Picture Cards.  
Explain that they can use these 
pictures to make a pattern using boys 
and girls or brothers and sisters.  Use 
the Family Picture Cards to create 
a pattern of your choice.  Tape the 
picture cards on the board so children 
can see the pattern.

	7	Repeat the procedure, using the 
mother and father picture cards.  
Start a pattern and encourage 
children to complete it.

	8	Tell children that they will create their 
own patterns with partners.

	 •	 Distribute copies of the Family 
Picture Cards to each pair of 
children.  

	 •	 Ask children to use the cards to 
create a pattern.

	 •	 After you have checked for 
accuracy, have children glue their 
patterns on sheets of construction 
paper.  

	 •	 Display the patterns around the 
room.

Family Patterns
	 •	 brother, sister, mother, and 

father vocabulary concept 
cards

	 •	 Family Picture Cards .
(p. 93)

	 •	 scissors
	 •	 masking tape
	 •	 glue
	 •	 construction paper

Extension
Have children create patterns 
using illustrations of their 
family pets.  If children do 
not have pets, they can make 
patterns using pets they would 
like to have.

Procedure:

© Teacher Created Materials	 #12465 (i3827)—Families	 53
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brother

My brother and 
I play together.
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brother
Connecting
Pieces:
Activating Prior Knowledge

 • Show children the picture on the front of the 
card.  Ask for volunteers to point out speci� c 
details about the picture, such as who is in the 
picture and what they are doing.  

 • Read the sentence aloud, pointing to each 
word as you read it.  Tell children to think of 
one sentence about how or why their brother 
makes them laugh.  Children can do this for 
a friend or another family member if they do 
not have a brother.

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness 
and Phonics

 • Say the word brother.  Have children repeat 
the word with you.  Say the word again 
and emphasize the ending /r/ sound.  Ask 
children to repeat this sound.  

 • Ask children to name other words that end 
with the /r/ sound.  You may wish to have 
children name other vocabulary words that 
have /r/ sounds (e.g., mother, father, sister).

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension

 • Explain that girls can be sisters and boys can be brothers.  Review the other family 
vocabulary words.  Sort all of the vocabulary concept cards into girl and boy groups.  

 • If time permits, brainstorm additional family roles and write them on index cards and have 
children sort them accordingly.
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sister

My sister helps me.
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Connecting 
Pieces:
Activating Prior Knowledge

	•	 Show children the picture on the front of the 
card.  Have them take turns describing what 
they see.  Ask what the children in the picture 
are doing.  Ask, “Do they look like they are 
having fun?  Does it look like the children in 
the picture know each other?  How can you 
tell?”  

•	 Point to the sister in the picture.  Ask children 
whether they have sisters.  Ask the girls 
whether they are sisters.  Allow children to 
share their experiences.

	•	 After children have had an opportunity to 
discuss the picture, read the sentence aloud.  
Brainstorm a list of possible activities that 
brothers and sisters do together.  

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness  
and Phonics

	•	 Say the word sister to children.  Say the 
word again slowly and clap your hands for 
each syllable.  Have children say sister and 
clap for each syllable.  Ask them to hold up 
fingers to match how many syllables are in 
the word (two).  

	•	 Continue this process for the following 
family words:

brother (two)

mom (one)

aunt (one)

son (one)

daughter (two)

father (two)

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension

	•	 Have each child choose a word from the family word list above.  Give each child a sheet of 
drawing paper to illustrate the word.  Ask each child to draw a picture on one side and, if 
appropriate, write the family word on the other side.  

	•	 As needed, help children write, or use inventive spelling to write, the word or sentence.  If 
a child is not a sister, or does not have a sister, he or she can write about an activity with a 
friend or another family member.

sister
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mother

My mother loves 
me very much.
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Connecting
Pieces:
Activating Prior Knowledge

 • Show children the front of the card.  Ask them 
to share details about what they see in the 
picture.  Encourage children to discuss some 
important things that mothers do.  

• Have children share stories about the things 
they do with their mothers.  Tell children 
to explain why their mothers are special.  
Depending on children’s family situations, you 
may wish to have children share about other 
special women in their lives.

 • Write the word mother on the board.  As a 
class, complete an acrostic poem for the word.  
For example, m: mommy; o: outstanding; and 
so on.

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness 
and Phonics

 • Give each child a small card with a 
lowercase m written on it.  Repeat the 
/m/ sound three times.  

 • Tell children that they will listen for the /m/ 
sound at the beginning of some words.  If 
they hear the /m/ sound, they should hold 
up their m cards.  If they do not hear the 
/m/ sound, they should keep their cards 
down.  Provide enough time for children 
to listen to the word and think about their 
decision.  You may use the following words:

money (yes)

beach (no)

movie (yes)

monkey (yes)

noodle (no)

cookie (no)

friend (no)

mouse (yes)

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension

 • Write the following sentences on the board:  “My mother is special because ______.”  
“My mother can  ______.”  Read the sentences aloud, and ask for volunteers to complete 
each sentence about their mother.  

 • Some children may prefer to talk about another special woman in their life.  Make sure to 
provide a safe, comfortable environment for them to do so.

mother
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father

My father plays a 
game with me.
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Connecting
Pieces:
Activating Prior Knowledge

 • Display the front of the card.  Ask children 
to look at the picture.  Point to and read 
the word father at the top of the card.  Ask 
children to say the word with you.  

 • Read the sentence, pointing to each word as 
you read it.  Ask children to think of games 
that they play with their fathers or other 
special men in their lives (e.g., uncles, older 
cousins, older brothers).  Encourage children 
to share stories about their fathers or other 
special men in their lives. 

Building Blocks:
Phonemic Awareness 
and Phonics

 • Point to the word father on the front of the 
card.  Read the word to children.  Tell them 
that the word father begins with the /f/ 
sound.  Model how to make the /f/ sound.  
Then have them repeat the /f/ sound with 
you three times.  

 • Write the following tongue twister on the 
board: Five families � nd funny frogs.  Read it 
aloud to children and have them repeat it 
with you three times.  

 • Ask for volunteers to come up to the board 
and � nd a letter f in the sentence.  Circle 
each letter f as children point to it. 

New Ideas:
Building Knowledge and Comprehension

 • Display the picture again for children to see.  Point out that the boy and his father are 
playing soccer.  Depending on each child’s family situation, encourage children to talk 
about the fun things that they do with their fathers. 

 • Have children sit in a circle on the rug and recall one detail about another classmate’s father 
(or another special man) to share with the rest of the class.

father
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We’re a Family!
(sung to the tune of “Mr. Sun”)

I love my mom, dad,
My aunt and uncle, too,
We’re a family!
I love my grandma,
And my grandpa, too,
We’re a family!
A family can have many or few,
Big or small, their love is true.
I love my sister
And my brother, too,
We’re a family.

Families Songs (cont.)
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Family Picture Cards
Use these cards with the lessons on pages 53 and 57.

© Teacher Created Materials	 #12465 (i3827)—Families	 93

Use these cards with the lessons on pages 53 and 57.



Dona Herweck Rice



What makes a 
grandparent?
It’s easy to tell.

2 3



4

But it’s not glasses

4 55



or a cookie smell.

6 7



It’s not a garden

8 9



or silvery hair.

10 11



It’s not fishing poles

12 13



or a rocking chair.

14 15



What makes a grandparent?
You probably know.
Loving a grandchild 
is what makes them so.

16

To the Teacher or Parent
  This book allows for a wonderful shared reading experience 

for children who are beginning readers.  The strong link 
between words and text helps readers understand the content.  
Readers are also able to make predictions about the text based 
on the images and the overall pattern of the book.  This book is 
an excellent tool for building the confidence new readers need 
to embark on the adventures that await them while reading!

  To extend this reading experience, do one or more of the 
following:

1. If the child knows his or her grandparent(s), talk about the 
things that make the grandparent(s) special.

2. Look at the last page of the book and read the words.  
What does the page mean?  What is the special thing that 
makes a grandparent a grandparent?

3. Play together to act out some of the things that a 
grandparent and grandchild can do together.

4. Write a letter or an email message together to send to the 
child’s grandparent or special older person in the child’s 
life.

5. Have the child 
draw pictures of 
himself or herself 
with a grandparent 
or a special older 
person who loves 
the child.




